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February 2, 2011 
 
 
 
 
TO: City Selection Committee Members 
 
FROM: William D. Koehler, Chairman 
 
SUBJECT: Rules and Regulations for Appointments to Los Angeles County Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority (LACMTA) 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
 

Adopt amendments to the Rules and Regulations for Appointments to the Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA) to the prescribed time limits on 
when City Selection Sector Subcommittees meet to “Sector Subcommittees shall meet 
no more than sixty-five days nor fewer than ten days” prior to the City Selection 
Committee meeting (Section IV A) and delete all references to “alternate members.” 
Section 13001 of the Public Utilities Code (PUC) was amended in 1997 (AB 1143 Murray) 
and deleted the provisions authorizing the appointment of alternate members to the Los 
Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA).  The Rules and 
Regulations are attached. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Rules and Regulations for Appointment to the LACMTA govern the selection of the 
four members of the LACMTA elected by the Los Angeles County (LAC) City Selection 
Committee and were adopted on November 5, 1992, by the LAC City Selection Committee 
to implement the provisions of PUC Section 130051 (d) (Attachment I of Attachment A).  
 
Section X of the Rules and Regulations allows amendments, provided that proposed 
amendments are submitted in writing to the City Selection Committee at least fourteen days 
before action thereon is requested.  A two-thirds affirmative vote of the voting thereon shall 
be required for adoption.   
 
The Rules and Regulations require that “the LACMTA City Selection Committee will meet 
as needed in conjunction with the monthly meeting of the League of California Cities Los 
Angeles County Division” (Section III C).  The Rules and Regulations also require that the 
sector subcommittee shall meet no more than thirty-five days nor fewer than fifteen 
days prior to the City Selection Committee (Section IV A). 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY CITY SELECTION COMMITTEE 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR APPOINTMENTS TO  
 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
 

(Adopted November 5, 1992) 
 

I. Background and purpose 
          

A. These rules shall govern the selection of the four members of the Los 
Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) appointed by 
the Los Angeles County City Selection Committee.  These rules shall 
supersede the regular rules and regulations of the Los Angeles County 
City Selection Committee. 

 
B. These rules are adopted by the Los Angeles County City Selection 

Committee to implement the provisions of California Public Utilities Code 
Section 130051(d), the language of which is attached as Attachment I. 

 
  

II. Definitions 
As used in these rules, the following terms shall have the following meanings:  

   
A. “City Selection Committee:” A group comprised of the mayor of each city 

within Los Angeles County, excluding the City of Los Angeles.  If the 
mayor is unable to attend a meeting of the City Selection Committee, 
he/she shall designate in writing another member of the city’s legislative 
body to attend and vote at the meeting as his/her representative. 

 
B. “Majority Weighted Vote:” Members of the City Selection Committee or 

Sector Subcommittee which represent a majority of the population of all 
cities within the County or sector, respectively, excluding the City of Los 
Angeles. 

 
C. “MTA Member:” One of the four city representatives selected by the City 

Selection Committee to serve on the MTA. 
 
D. “Quorum:” Representatives of a majority of the cities entitled to 

representation who also represent a majority of the population entitled to 
representation on the City Selection Committee or Sector Subcommittees, 
respectively. 

 
E. “Sector:” The cities assigned to one of the four regions in Los Angeles 

County (North County/San Fernando Valley, San Gabriel Valley, 
Southeast Long Beach and Southwest Corridor) in Attachment II. 
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F. “Sector Subcommittee:” A group comprised of the mayor of each city 
within each sector.  If the mayor is unable to attend a meeting of the 
Sector Subcommittee, he/she shall designate in writing another member 
of the city’s legislative body to attend and vote at the meeting as his/her 
representative. 

 
G. “Sector Subcommittee Nominee:” The mayor(s) or council member(s) 

nominated by the Sector Subcommittee to serve on the MTA from that 
sector. 

 
H. “Voting Strength:” One vote per city for every 10,000 residents as 

determined by population estimates prepared by the State Department of 
Finance Demographic Research Unit pursuant to Section 2227 of the 
Revenue and Taxation Code.  Every city, regardless of size, shall be 
entitled to cast at least one vote. 

 
III. Nomination process in general: weighted vote 

Nomination(s) for the City Selection Committee appointees to the MTA are made by 
the Sector Subcommittees for the sectors whose representatives’ terms are expiring 
and the initial terms. 

 
A. Convening sector subcommittee meeting 

The Secretary of the City Selection Committee shall place on the City 
Selection Committee agenda, at the appropriate time, an item regarding 
the calling of City Selection Committee and Sector Subcommittee 
meetings.  After elections for the initial terms, the City Selection 
Committee shall formally adopt a resolution setting forth the time and 
place of future City Selection Committee and Sector Subcommittee 
meetings for appointments to the MTA. 

 
B. Meeting Notice 

The City Selection Committee Secretary shall, by mail, notify the mayor 
and city manager of each city within the City Selection Committee/Sector 
Subcommittees of the date, time and place of the meetings no fewer than 
fourteen days prior to the meetings.  The city manager shall then transmit 
the notice to his/her respective council members.  Failure of a council 
member to receive notice shall not invalidate any action taken by  
 the City Selection Committee or Sector Subcommittees. 

 
C. Timing of meeting 

The City Selection Committee will meet as needed in conjunction with the 
monthly meeting of the League of California Cities Los Angeles County 
Division.  The City Selection Committee is not a part of or affiliated with 
the League of California Cities. 
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IV. Sector Subcommittee meeting: voting 

 
A. Timing of meeting 

To nominate a candidate or candidates for the MTA member from their 
respective sectors, the Sector Subcommittees shall meet no more than 
sixty-five days nor fewer than ten days prior to the City Selection 
Committee meeting. 

 
B. Voting 

In all votes, each city shall have a weighted vote according to its voting 
strength. 

 
C. Election and duties of chair 

The Sector Subcommittee meetings shall be called to order by the City 
Selection Committee Secretary.  The order of business shall be as 
follows:  I) election of a chair and 2) selection of Sector Subcommittee 
nominee(s). The election of the chair shall require a majority weighted 
vote of the Sector Subcommittee.  The chair of the Sector Subcommittee 
shall preside over the remainder of the meeting and chair any subsequent 
Sector Subcommittee meetings. 

 
D. Selection of Sector Subcommittee nominee(s)  

The Sector Subcommittee shall select one Sector Subcommittee 
nominee, unless a motion to nominate multiple candidates is made, 
seconded and passed by a majority weighted vote.  If no motion to 
nominate multiple candidates is made and passed, voting will continue 
until one candidate receives a majority weighted vote.  That candidate will 
then be the only one nominated from that Sector for consideration for 
appointment to the MTA.  If a motion to nominate multiple candidates is 
passed, then individual votes will be held on the nomination of each 
candidate, “yea” or “nay.”  Each candidate with a majority weighted vote 
will then be nominated from that sector for consideration for appointment 
to the MTA. 

 
V. City Selection Committee meetings: voting 

The City Selection Committee Chair shall announce the Sectors from which an MTA 
member is to be selected and the nomination(s) from the Sectors.  No additional 
nominations shall come from the floor to the City Selection Committee. Initially, the 
City Selection Committee will elect four MTA members from each sector.  Such 
members shall be either a mayor or council member from a city within each 
respective sector.  There shall be separate elections for each member at the same 
meeting.  In all votes, each city shall have a weighted vote according to its voting 
strength. 
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A. Roll call vote: procedure 

All votes of the City Selection Committee shall be roll call votes.  The City 
Selection Committee Secretary shall call the roll, consisting of the name of 
each city, in alphabetical order, and each member shall vote by stating the 
name of his/her preference for the MTA member from that Sector, or by 
answering “yea” or “nay” as the case may be.  The Secretary shall record 
all votes and the original roll call shall be entered in the minutes.  A 
member may change his/her vote up to the time that the result of the vote 
is finally announced. After the results of a roll call vote have been 
announced, a City Selection Committee member may change the record 
of his/her vote only by proof that an error was made in recording it. 

 
B. Majority vote required for selection: tie vote 

Unless otherwise provided in these rules, all actions by the City Selection 
Committee including the selection of a MTA member shall require a 
majority weighted vote.  Tie votes shall be lost motions and may be 
reconsidered. 

 
C. Procedure in event no Sector Subcommittee nominee receives majority 

vote 
If no candidate received a majority weighted vote on the first ballot, the 
balloting should be repeated for that position as many times as 
 necessary to obtain a majority weighted vote for a single candidate. When 
repeated balloting for an office is necessary, the names of all nominees 
are kept on the ballot.  City Selection Committee members or alternates 
may move to table continued consideration of nominees or  refer the 
nominees to the appropriate Sector Subcommittee for further  
 consideration.  The motion must be seconded by a City Selection  
 Committee member or alternate.  A vote on the motion will be conducted 
by a roll call vote.  A majority weighted vote is required to table or refer 
any nomination. 

 
VI. Terms of office 

The terms of office of the MTA members shall be four years, with no term limits 
except that the members first appointed to the MTA shall classify themselves by lot 
so that the terms of office of two members shall expire two years following the 
effective date of the appointment. 

 
VII. Recall 

          
A. Petition for special meeting 

Cities representing fifty percent plus one of the City Selection Committee 
weighted vote may petition the City Selection Committee Secretary to call 
a special meeting of the City Selection Committee to consider recall 
 of an MTA member. 
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B. Call of special meeting: notice 
Upon validation of the City Selection Committee members’ signatures and 
tally of votes requesting a special meeting for this purpose, the City 
Selection Committee Secretary shall set the date, time and location of a 
special meeting of the City Selection Committee and shall, by mail, notify 
the mayor and city manager of each city within the City Selection 
Committee of the date, time and place of the meeting no fewer than 
fourteen days prior to the meeting.  The city manager shall then transmit 
the notice to his/her respective council members.  Failure of a council 
member to receive notice shall not invalidate any action taken by the City 
 Selection Committee. 

 
C. Voting 

The Chair shall preside at any special meeting of the City Selection 
Committee called for the purpose of considering recall of a City Selection 
Committee appointee to the MTA.  A motion by a City Selection 
Committee member or alternate may be made to recall a City Selection 
Committee MTA member.  The motion must be seconded by a City 
Selection Committee member or alternate.  A vote on the motion will be 
conducted by a roll call vote.  A weighted vote of the City Selection 
Committee representing no less than two-thirds of the population of all 
cities within the County, excluding the City of Los Angeles, is required to 
recall an MTA member.  In the event that an MTA member is recalled, the 
matter is referred back to the appropriate Sector Subcommittee for 
nomination(s) for the recalled member’s replacement. 

 
D. Subcommittee meeting 

In the event of a recall, the Sector Subcommittee shall meet at a time and 
location determined by the City Selection Committee Secretary.  The 
Secretary shall, by mail, notify each mayor and city manager of each city 
within the Sector Subcommittee of the date, time and place of the meeting 
no fewer than fourteen days prior to the meeting.  The Sector 
Subcommittee chair elected at the previous Sector Subcommittee meeting 
shall be the presiding officer.  The Sector Subcommittee shall nominate 
another candidate(s) for the MTA member.  Appointment shall be subject 
to the same City Selection Committee rules outlined above. 

 
VIII. New cities 

The addition of newly incorporated cities in Los Angeles County requires placement 
of these cities within one of the four sectors and the assignment of voting strengths 
pending receipt of official figures from the State Department of Finance.  Assignment 
of new cities to a specific sector shall be done by resolution of the League of 
California Cities Los Angeles County Division.  Each new city shall have one vote 
until population figures are available from the Department of Finance. 
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IX. MTA Sector Composition Task Force 

The League of California Cities Los Angeles County Division President shall appoint 
a task force to review and recommend any changes in sector composition to the 
Division Board of Directors immediately after the Census, the incorporation of a new 
city in Los Angeles County, or the population of the City of Los Angeles falls below 
thirty-five percent of the total population of all cities in the County. 

 
X. Amendments 

These rules may be amended only in the following manner.  Proposed amendments 
shall be submitted in writing to the City Selection Committee at least fourteen days 
before action thereon is requested.  A two-thirds affirmative vote of the members 
voting thereon shall be required for adoption. 
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ATTACHMENT I 
 
 
 

PUBLIC UTILITIES CODE SECTION 130051(d) 
 
 
 
Public Utilities Code Section 130051 creates the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority consisting of fourteen members including: 
 
“(d) Four members, each of whom shall be a mayor or a member of a city council, appointed  by 
the Los Angeles County City Selection Committee.  For purposes of the selection of these four 
members, the County of Los Angeles, excluding the City of Los Angeles, shall be divided into 
the following four sectors: 
 

(1) The North County/San Fernando Valley sector. 
(2) The Southwest Corridor sector.  
(3) The San Gabriel Valley sector. 
(4) The Southeast Long Beach sector. “ 

 
“The League of California Cities, Los Angeles County Division, shall define the sectors.  Every 
city within a sector shall be entitled to vote to nominate one or more candidates from that sector 
for consideration for appointment by the Los Angeles County City Selection Committee.  A city’s 
vote shall be weighted in the same proportion that its population bears to the total population of 
all cities within the sector.” 
 
“The members appointed pursuant to this subdivision shall be appointed by the Los Angeles 
County City Selection Committee upon an affirmative vote of its members which represent a 
majority of the population of all cities within the county, excluding the City of Los Angeles.” 
 
“The members selected by the City Selection Committee shall serve four-year terms with no 
limitation on the number of terms that may be served by any individual.  The City Selection 
Committee may, in its discretion, shorten the initial four-year term for one or more of the 
members for the purpose of ensuring that the members will serve staggered terms.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

W:\CSTeam4\City Selection\MTA Rules and Regulations 02-02-11.doc 
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ATTACHMENT II 

 
 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
 

NORTH COUNTY / SAN FERNANDO VALLEY SECTOR 
 

City Former 
Population* 

Former  
Weighted 

Votes* 
 

Current 
Population** 

Current 
Weighted 
Votes** 

 
Agoura Hills 
Burbank 
Calabasas 
Glendale 
Hidden Hills 
La Canada Flintridge 
Lancaster 
Malibu 
Palmdale 
San Fernando 
Santa Clarita  
Westlake Village 
 

 
 20,800 
 96,800 

     *** 
184,400 
    1,840 

   19,450 
104,700 

     *** 
  84,200 
  23,500 
121,600 
    7,575 

 
 2 

10 
  1 
 18 
   1 
   2 
 10 
   1 
   8 
   2 

  12 
    1 

 
23,387 

108,469 
23,788 

207,902 
2,025 

21,261 
145,875 
13,765 

152,622 
25,366 

177,641 
8,872 

 

 
2 

11 
2 

21 
1 
2 

14 
1 

15 
2 

18 
1 

TOTALS 664,865 68 910,973 90 

 
*Population and Vote figures as of November 15, 1992, when the Rules were first adopted (1 
vote per 10,000 residents) 
 
**Population and Vote figures as of January 1, 2010 (updated population estimates provided by 
State Department of Finance) 
 
***No figures available at that time 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
 

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY SECTOR 
 

 
City 

 
Former  

Population* 

 
Former 

Weighted 
Votes* 

 
Current  

Population** 

 
Current 

Weighted 
Votes** 

Alhambra 
Arcadia 
Azusa 
Baldwin Park 
Bradbury 
Claremont 
Covina 
Diamond Bar 
Duarte 
El Monte 
Glendora 
Industry 
Irwindale 
La Puente 
La Verne 
Monrovia 
Montebello 
Monterey Park 
Pasadena 
Pomona 
Rosemead 
San Dimas 
San Gabriel 
San Marino 
Sierra Madre 
South El Monte 
South Pasadena 
Temple City 
Walnut 
West Covina 

84,500 
48,800 
41,850 
70,600 

830 
32,550 
43,450 
53,800 
21,000 

109,800 
48,650 

680 
1,070 

37,900 
31,250 
36,550 
60,500 
61,900 

133,500 
136,500 
52,800 
33,200 
37,950 
12,950 
10,800 
21,300 
24,200 
31,500 
29,700 
97,300 

8 
5 
4 
7 
1 
3 
4 
5 
2 

11 
5 
1 
1 
4 
3 
4 
6 
6 

13 
14 
5 
3 
4 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 
3 

10 

89,501 
56,719 
49,207 
81,604 

963 
37,608 
49,622 
61,019 
23,124 

126,464 
52,830 

803 
1,717 

43,355 
34,051 
39,984 
65,781 
65,027 

151,576 
163,683 
57,756 
36,946 
42,984 
13,415 
11,099 
22,627 
25,881 
35,892 
32,659 

112,890 
 

9 
6 
5 
8 
1 
4 
5 
6 
2 

13 
5 
1 
1 
4 
3 
4 
7 
6 

15 
16 
6 
4 
4 
1 
1 
2 
3 
4 
3 

11 

TOTALS 1,407,380 141 1,586,787 160 

 
*Population and Vote figures as of November 15, 1992, when the Rules were first adopted (1 
vote per 10,000 residents) 
 
**Population and Vote figures as of January 1, 2010 (updated population estimates provided by 
State Department of Finance) 
 
***No figures available at that time 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
 

SOUTHEAST LONG BEACH SECTOR 
 

 
City 

 
Former 

Population* 

 
Former 

Weighted Votes* 

 
Current 

Population ** 

 
Current 

Weighted 
Votes** 

Avalon 
Artesia 
Bell 
Bellflower 
Bell Gardens 
Cerritos 
Commerce 
Compton 
Cudahy 
Downey 
Hawaiian Gardens 
Huntington Park 
La Habra Heights 
Lakewood 
La Mirada 
Long Beach 
Lynwood 
Maywood 
Norwalk 
Paramount 
Pico Rivera 
Santa Fe Springs 
Signal Hill 
South Gate 
Vernon  
Whittier 

3,010 
15,750 
35,400 
63,000 
43,350 
53,600 
12,300 
91,700 
23,200 
92,600 
14,250 
58,100 
6,375 

73,900 
43,050 

442,100 
63,300 
28,600 
95,700 
51,200 
59,900 
15,500 
8,450 

88,400 
150 

79,300 

1 
2 
4 
6 
4 
5 
1 
9 
2 
9 
1 
6 
1 
7 
4 

44 
6 
3 

10 
5 
6 
2 
1 
9 
1 
8 

3,559 
17,608 
38,867 
77,312 
47,002 
54,946 
13,581 
99,769 
26,029 

113,715 
15,884 
64,219 
6,161 

83,636 
50,015 

494,709 
73,295 
30,034 

109,817 
57,989 
66,967 
17,929 
11,465 

101,914 
96 

87,128 

1 
2 
4 
8 
5 
6 
1 

10 
3 

11 
2 
6 
1 
8 
5 

49 
7 
3 

11 
6 
7 
2 
1 

10 
1 
9 

TOTALS 1,562,185 157 1,763,646 179 

 
*Population and Vote figures as of November 15, 1992, when the Rules were first adopted (1 
vote per 10,000 residents) 
 
**Population and Vote figures as of January 1, 2010 (updated population estimates provided by 
State Department of Finance) 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
 

SOUTHWEST CORRIDOR SECTOR 
 

 
City 

 
Former 

Population * 

 
Former 

Weighted 
Votes* 

 
Current 

Population** 

 
Current 

Weighted  
Votes** 

Beverly Hills 
Carson 
Culver City 
El Segundo 
Gardena 
Hawthorne 
Hermosa Beach 
Inglewood 
Lawndale 
Lomita 
Manhattan Beach 
Palos Verdes Estates 
Rancho Palos Verdes 
Redondo Beach 
Rolling Hills  
Rolling Hills Estates 
Santa Monica 
Torrance 
West Hollywood 

32,200 
84,500 
38,950 
15,350 
52,800 
73,600 
18,400 

112,500 
28,150 
19,550 
32,500 
13,550 
41,800 
61,100 
1,860 
7,925 

87,400 
133,900 
36,350 

3 
8 
4 
2 
5 
7 
2 

11 
3 
2 
3 
1 
4 
6 
1 
1 
9 

13 
4 

36,224 
98,047 
40,722 
17,049 
61,927 
90,145 
19,599 

119,053 
33,641 
21,015 
36,773 
14,085 
42,893 
68,105 
1,974 
8,157 

92,703 
149,717 
37,805 

4 
10 
4 
2 
6 
9 
2 

12 
3 
2 
4 
1 
4 
7 
1 
1 
9 

15  
4 

TOTALS 892,385 89 989,634 100 

 
*Population and Vote figures as of November 15, 1992, when the Rules were first adopted (1 
vote per 10,000 residents) 
 
**Population and Vote figures as of January 1, 2010 (updated population estimates provided by 
State Department of Finance) 
 



 

 

Los Angeles County City Selection Committee 
February 2, 2011 
Page 2 
 
 
 
When the Rules and Regulation were adopted in 1992, there were no SCAG Sub Regional 
Councils of Governments (COG). The Los Angeles Division of the League of Cities (the 
League) always held its meeting the first Thursday of every month except September, 
when the meeting was held in conjunction with the State League of Cities Conference.  
Today, there are seven Sub Region COGS that meet regularly on a monthly basis.   
 
On January 20, 2011, the League moved its regular monthly meeting for February from the 
established first Thursday of the month, February 3, to February 16 to accommodate a joint 
meeting of the League, the Independent Cities Association (ICA) and California Contract 
Cities Association (CCCA).  The Sector Subcommittees had met on January 6, 2011, and 
nominated representatives from the San Gabriel Valley sector and the Southwest Corridor 
sector.  Because the League moved its meeting, the Sector Subcommittees will NOT have 
met the required “no more than thirty-five days prior to the City Selection Committee” which 
has to meet in conjunction with the League meeting. 
 
More importantly, amending the time limit allows for the January 6 Sector subcommittee 
meeting to comply with the Rules and Regulations.  The process of electing representatives 
to the LACMTA Board of Directors can move forward.  Failure to amend the time limits from 
thirty-five days to sixty-five days means that the process has to start all over again with 
Sector Subcommittee meetings.   
 
Furthermore, amending the time limits allows more flexibility to schedule Sector 
Subcommittee meetings prior to City Selection Committee in conjunction with other sub-
regional meetings.  This change would also eliminate duplication of effort and greatly assist 
the City Selection Committee Sector Subcommittees in achieving its quorum. 
 
Deleting all references to “alternate members” would bring the Rules and Regulations in 
conformity with Section 13001 of the Public Utilities Code (PUC).  
 
 
ATTACHMENT:  Rules and Regulations for Appointments to LACMTA 
 
w:\csteam4\city selection\communications\csc chair memo.doc 

 
 


